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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

NEW WORK OF THE BED CROSS 

Many of our readers have doubtless noticed in the November number 
of the Ladies' Home Journal and in the October issue of the Red 
Cross Bulletin an announcement, coming from the Eed Cross head- 
quarters in Washington, of the establishment of Women's First Aid 
Detachments. The announcement in the Ladies' Home Journal goes 
more into the detail of the plans than does that in the Bulletin, which 
had evidently been modified, but as the announcement was made this 
plan of the Eed Cross has not met with the approval of a large group 
of nurses, who feel that the work proposed will create confusion in 
the mind of the public, and will tend to lower the status of nursing 
education over the country. 

The idea at first was to organize women from all walks of life and 
teach them by lectures and demonstrations first aid and home nursing, 
the course to cover three years and advancement to be by examination, 
etc., the place of these women to be that of assistants to the regular Eed 
Cross physicians and nurses, and to be known as Women's First Aid 
Detachments. 

The teaching of people of all classes how to cope with every-day 
accidents and illnesses in their homes has always met with the most 
cordial support and co-operation from the nurses of this country. Visit- 
ing nurses, or, as we now call them, public health nurses, have always 
given such instruction as one of their most important duties in the 
homes of the poor. But to organize these people, whether intelligent or 
otherwise, into detachments, to put them in uniform, and give them a 
place in the work of relief of the Eed Cross, is a very different proposi- 
tion and presents a problem which the whole nursing body will disap- 
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prove. Nurses know, as no one else can do, that such a procedure would 
be adding to the confusion already existing in the mind of the public 
as to what constitutes a nurse, and they realize the impossibility of 
exercising any authority over women who might be unscrupulous in 
the use of knowledge so gained or a uniform so acquired. 

The American Nurses' Association, with its more than 20,000 mem- 
bers, in forming an affiliation with the Eed Cross, pledged itself to pro- 
vide a nursing service not only in time of war but for national disaster 
or calamity of any kind where the services of nurses might be needed. 
The manner in which the Eed Cross accepted such affiliation, giving the 
American Nurses' Association a representation of nine out of fifteen on 
the nursing service committee, is too well known to need repetition here. 
The Red Cross has, previous to this time, upheld the requirements made 
by this committee for rigid investigation of applicants and for a high 
standard of moral and professional fitness before enrollment. We have 
now more than 3500 nurses standing ready to respond to the call of the 
Red Cross for service, and the number is daily increasing. It has been 
demonstrated that this nursing service as it is organized to-day, under 
the controlling hand of nurses, is the most efficient and important depart- 
ment of the Red Cross. Therefore it comes to us and to all nurses 
as something of a shock and a great disappointment that the Red Cross 
should have evolved such a plan and given it publicity without even 
conferring with the chairman of the Red Cross Nursing Service, whose 
office adjoins that of the medical officer of the Red Cross under whose 
supervision, as head of the First Aid Department, these detachments 
were to be organized. 

To make a long story short, this matter was first placed before the 
joint committees of the American Nurses' Association and the National 
League for Nursing Education at their conference held in October. A 
meeting of the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service was 
held in New York on November 14, in which this plan was dis- 
cussed. There were present at this meeting: nurse members of the 
Nursing Service Committee, Miss Delano, chairman, Miss Nevins, sec- 
retary, Mrs. Tice of Chicago, Miss Nichols of Boston, Miss Maxwell of 
New York, Miss Palmer of Rochester, and also, by invitation, Miss 
Wald, Miss Goodrich, and Miss Mclsaac. There were also present 
Mrs. Draper and Miss Boardman of the Nursing Service Committee, 
the latter being also chairman of the Executive Committee of the Red 
Cross. 

The regulations had been much modified since publication in the 
Ladies' Home Journal, and the nurses on the committee gave their most 
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cordial indorsement and pledge of support to that part of the plan which 
has for its object the teaching of untrained women first aid and simple 
instruction in home care of the sick, preparation of food, and prepara- 
tion of rooms in the home for the reception of the ill and injured, and 
giving such instruction as would tend to protect their own health and 
that of their families, the detail to be worked out by a special committee, 
the first aid instruction to be given by a doctor, and the home nursing 
to be given by a Bed Cross nurse, unless otherwise authorized by the 
Eed Cross, but they put themselves on record as disapproving the propo- 
sition to organize women so instructed into detachments in uniform 
to become a recognized part of the service of the Eed Cross, these 
objections being founded on the reasons enumerated above. 

A request is to be made of the Eed Cross that hereafter all matters 
pertaining to nursing service of any kind shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nursing Service, and it was voted that a small subcommittee 
should be appointed to confer with the First Aid Department to ask 
that these plans be reorganized upon the lines approved by the nurses' 
committee. 

We do not doubt the good intentions of those who were responsible 
for this idea, but it is another instance of how impossible it is for 
any one outside of the nursing profession to appreciate the confusion 
which would arise and the great calamity of having in the field two 
classes of women workers in uniform under the Eed Cross emblem. 

Such service as untrained people can give in time of great calamity, 
the accumulation and distribution of stores, clothing, etc., can perfectly 
well be done by persons who have received special instruction for such 
work, but they need not wear a uniform. The brassard would give suffi- 
cient distinction. 

THE RELIEF FUND CALENDAR 

This is the time when, in every state, special effort should be made 
to increase the Nurses' Belief Fund. The definite means immediately 
at hand is in promoting the sale of the calendar which has been pre- 
pared by a special committee of the American Nurses' Association, and 
which is now ready and may be obtained either at the places announced 
in the Nursing News Department of this Journal or directly from Miss 
Giberson, 33d Street and Powelton Avenue, Philadelphia. 

The Belief Fund is steadily growing, but not as rapidly as we should 
like to see it. It is greatly needed. Nurses should do as much for the 
direct relief of their own associates who have been overcome by misfor- 
tune as they have been doing in the past ten years for the promotion 
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of educational objects. While it is most commendable, and we have 
reason to be proud of the spirit that has been shown in regard to those 
things that lead ultimately to better education of the nurse and to the 
more efficient care of the sick, we believe the time has come when the 
efforts of the nurses of the whole country should be concentrated for a 
time in establishing this fund for providing for those who, in caring for 
the sick, have become disabled and who through force of circumstances 
have not been able to accumulate enough to meet conditions of prolonged 
disability. 

For those who may not be familiar with the conditions under which 
this fund is to be administered, we state briefly that it is not to take the 
place of relief which might be provided by a local association in the care 
of sick members, but is to be held in reserve by the American Nurses' 
Association for the aid of any nurse who shall be stricken down by 
unusual conditions beyond the power of her local association to provide 
for. The plans have been carefully thought out by a special committee, 
and all agree that at least $10,000 must be raised before any part of its 
income shall be used. Up to the present time only voluntary contribu- 
tions from associations and individuals have been asked for, $2,800 
having been contributed, but this season nurses all over the country are 
being asked to sell the calendar, which is attractive in appearance and 
has quotations which will appeal to people in all walks of life, so that 
it may properly be offered to doctors, patients, and friends. Miss Giber- 
son assures us that the sale of 9000 of these calendars is already pledged 
and that a second lot is being printed, so that we may hope to add more 
than $5000 to the fund, if every member does her duty. 

THE AMERICAN NURSES' ASSOCIATION MEETING AT ATLANTIC CITY 
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Nurses' 
Association was held in October and the dates for the convention in 
Atlantic City were determined upon — June 23-27 — as it was impossible 
to secure the desired accommodations during the earlier part of the 
month. We want to remind our members who are undecided about 
plans, that Atlantic City will be a beautiful meeting place, being situated 
directly on the ocean front, and having of late years been developed to 
meet the needs of great conventions. It would seem possible there to 
have accommodations and facilities for carrying on our meetings such 
as we have never had before. We can say from actual knowledge that 
the programme, as it is being developed, will include a group of most 
important and interesting subjects for nurses everywhere, and that no 
one who can possibly attend this convention can afford to miss it. 
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Since the meeting of the American Nurses' Association in Chicago, 
we have several times referred to the growing importance of simplifying 
the work of the association because of the tremendous increase in num- 
bers, involving added labor for both secretary and treasurer. The neces- 
sity for eliminating all business routine so far as possible at the time 
of the annual gathering is forcing itself upon the minds of those having 
such detail in hand. Bequests appear in our official department this 
month from the national secretary and treasurer, asking for co-operation 
in the plans of the Executive Committee to this end. 

In our last number we suggested making the secretary's desk the 
clearing house for the arrangement of committee meetings at the time 
of the national convention, to prevent as far as possible overlapping of 
appointments. We wish in this connection to make the further sug- 
gestion that there should be a broadening out of committee membership, 
so that the work of the association shall be more widely distributed 
over the country. A great deal of the committee work is done by cor- 
respondence, with one meeting just before or just after a national con- 
vention. It might be arranged that members of committees attending 
the convention one day in advance or staying on after it for committee 
work, when officially called, should have their expenses paid for that 
extra day. We have not yet reached the point where all of the expenses 
of all committee members, both hotel and travelling, can be met. There 
will be more time for committee work under the new arrangement of 
having the meetings of the League of Nursing Education and of the 
Public Health Nurses always directly precede those of the American 
Nurses' Association, as greater numbers will be in attendance during 
the whole week. The plan which will probably be worked out ultimately 
is that these two associations shall hold meetings on the same days, but 
with alternating sessions, and this will give much more time for the 
arrangement of conferences, either formal or informal, of committee 
members. 

If it is not considered practicable to spread committees out over 
the country, committees for one year in certain departments of work 
might be grouped within reasonable distance of each other in certain 
sections of the country, that when the convention is to be held in the 
East, the majority of members of committees and of officers should be 
from that section, and when in the West, western nurses should pre- 
dominate, so that meetings of the Executive Committee, for instance, 
could be held one year in New York, and another year in Kansas City. 

We want to remind those organizations and permanent members 
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who have not done so that it is not only their privilege but their duty 
to send nominations for office to the chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, Annie E. Eece, Norton Memorial Infirmary, Louisville, before 
January 1, so that the ticket as made up may express the choice of the 
whole country and not of one section or of a few organizations. 

WANTED— NURSES TO WORK 

We have grown into the habit of thinking that only the older women 
who have held the important national offices for many years are capable 
of carrying on the work of our larger associations, but when one gets 
into touch with groups of nurses active in local work one finds younger 
women carrying on those affairs with ability and realizes that if such 
were put forward into places of greater responsibility they would rise 
to the occasion. 

We must bear in mind that committee work has two sides, the carry- 
ing forward of the work of the organizations and, not less important, 
the education of the members who are doing the work. For that reason 
alone there should be, in our judgment, frequent rotation in office. 

In the amendment of our by-laws of the American Nurses' Associa- 
tion the six directors are elected annually instead of for a term of three 
years, as has been the custom. It has been suggested that we ought to 
have three younger women training on the board of directors of the 
national association and on the board of directors of the Journal, who 
would expect to do some of the drudgery of those boards, with the idea 
that they are " learning the business " of carrying forward these two 
departments of nursing education. In fact, we urge the appointment 
of younger women on all of our national committees of which the Red 
Cross, the Eobb Fund, and the Belief Fund are fair examples. More- 
over, we believe that the time is coming when it should be perhaps an 
unwritten rule that no woman should hold more than one important 
chairmanship. 

We do not mean to give the impression that the older women should 
be shelved, but that they should have the opportunity of specializing on 
some one of those committees in which they are particularly interested, 
and should have associated with them, not all members of the older 
group, but younger women whom they would guide and train, and who 
would do the clerical and detail work of the committee, allowing the 
experienced leader to concentrate all of her thoughts and energies on the 
more vital part of the work of the committee. 

But there is great need of more nurses who are willing to give of 
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their leisure and strength for the work of our organizations, local, state 
and national. Some hold back from timidity and modesty, but the great 
rank and file excuse themselves from all activity in such work on the 
plea of not having time. In some we think this is an affectation, in a 
few lack of ability, but the majority have allowed themselves to be so 
completely dominated by the daily work by which they earn their living 
that they take no time for anything that pertains to the broader devel- 
opment of their profession. Nurses do not belong to the submerged 
classes of workers who cannot free themselves. No woman holding a 
hospital position should give all of her time and strength to that institu- 
tion, and very few private duty nurses work continuously, 365 days in a 
year. While we admit the occasional exception, we believe if the spirit 
were willing time could be found. The women who have carried forward 
the organization and educational work of this and every country are the 
busiest women there are. 

PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 
A number of states hold annual meetings in October, and from the 
reports that have come in, as well as in the meetings we attended, there 
is evidence of agitation for the amendment of a number of laws that 
have been in operation some years, the feeling being that as much progress 
has been made as is possible under their present form. Of course in 
some of the states that have more recently secured registration, the 
necessity for amendment is not so apparent, in the others there seems to 
be as strong a feeling for amendment as there was in the beginning for 
the original bills. 

We want here to emphasize what we said some time ago, that in 
agitating for compulsory registration we do not think it wise to attempt 
to raise the standard of existing laws, but to apply for such simple 
amendments as will make the voluntary laws mandatory, that is, that 
such standards as have been accepted and complied with voluntarily by 
the majority of the hospitals and nurses in a state should now be made 
to apply to all of the hospitals maintaining training schools and to all 
nurses who are caring for the sick for money. 

Those states that have not yet secured state registration would do 
well in framing bills to take advantage of the experience which has been 
gained by other states and ask to have their laws made compulsory. It 
is to be remembered that seven states in the west and south succeeded 
in having their laws made mandatory at first, and they seem to have 
had no more difficulty in administering them than has been the case 
in the states where the law has been voluntary. 
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We believe the time has come when in new legislation it is well to 
ask for the highest standards, feeling sure that in the passage of the bill 
through the legislature something will have to be conceded, but where 
much is asked for and little is conceded, there will be something left 
that is worth while, whereas if little is asked for and much is conceded, 
what is finally obtained is of little value. Provision for an inspector, 
and for reciprocity with states having equal requirements, have become 
imperative requirements with, of course, the right of the state associa- 
tion to nominate candidates for the board of examiners, which should 
in every instance be composed of nurses. Time is proving that, on gen- 
eral principles, medical men have not the time for or the interest in 
nursing affairs as have nurses themselves. 

Montana has, since our last issue, organized a state association at a 
meeting held at Missoula, the last of October, and steps were taken 
immediately for legislation. Arkansas is moving toward the same end. 

We understand that Tennessee has dissolved its state association 
and there has been a tendency shown in other directions for nurses or 
local associations to withdraw from the state association after legislation 
had been secured, the feeling being that the work of the association was 
finished. We want to remind nurses in every state that the responsibility 
of the administration of a law must always rest with the state associa- 
tion, and that in our chain of organizations these associations are the 
most important educational factors. 

A PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT 
An interesting bit of news comes from Newton, Massachusetts, 
where in filling a vacancy on a training-school committee, the board of 
the Newton Hospital has appointed the superintendent of the public 
schools of that community, a man of wide reputation as a progressive 
leader in general education. Naturally he will not look upon the train- 
ing school merely as a means for providing service to the hospital, but 
as one of the chain of educational institutions of the state. We have 
reason to believe that Miss Riddle was instrumental in bringing about 
this appointment, and we wish to suggest to other superintendents that 
they use their influence in the same way. 

HOUSEHOLD ARTS REVIEW IN EXCHANGE FOR ALUMNAE JOURNALS 
Miss Stewaet, assistant director of the course in Nursing and 
Health at Teachers College, New York City, is anxious to secure copies 
of all alumnae journals published in the United States and Canada, and 
to receive them regularly in exchange for the Household Arts Review, 
published by the students at the College. 
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Miss Stewart also wishes us to announce that in response to many 
requests a pamphlet has been prepared dealing with text and reference 
books for nurses, which is sold by the Department of Publications, 
Teachers College, for 25 cents. Any of our readers desiring to avail 
themselves of the suggestions afforded by such a list are requested to 
make application directly to that department, inclosing the sum required 
in payment. 

The Teachers College Bulletin of September 28 contains an account 
of the Department of Nursing and Health, requirements for admission, 
outlines of the courses, etc. 

HISTORY OP NURSING 

Miss Nutting wishes us to make plain to our readers that all 
the work of editing the contributions to the third and fourth volumes of 
the " History of Nursing " has been done by Miss Dock alone, who has 
gathered the material from all over the world, harmonized it, and pre- 
pared it for the printer, Miss Nutting's share being only interest and 
good will. She wishes Miss Dock to have all the credit for this arduous 
work, from which she will receive absolutely no financial returns, these 
being turned over, as has been announced, to the treasury of the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses. 

A WORD TO OUR CO-WORKERS 

The steady increase in the Journal's subscription list during the 
year past, with less effort than usual in the way of circularizing, etc., is 
convincing evidence that, since the complete ownership of the Journal 
by the American Nurses' Association, members generally over the coun- 
try have interested themselves in its development more than they did 
formerly. As far as possible we have established official headquarters 
for the Joubnal wherever a central registry maintained by nurses has 
been established. The popularity of our clubbing offer of a dollar and 
a half rate for twenty new names has been marked during the past year. 
These rates apply to any group of nurses, the only conditions being that 
the money shall be collected and forwarded with all of the names and 
addresses, by one person, and that the subscriptions shall be new ones, 
and not renewals. 

We want to remind all members of the American Nurses' Associa- 
tion that the Journal is now in part their individual property, and that 
it is a wise business policy to help promote its financial and professional 
success. A means at the command of each one is to secure new sub- 
scribers and to obtain advertisements of such articles or utensils as shall 
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be of practical use to nurses, to patronize the Journal's advertisers 
whenever possible, and to order any books they may need through the 
book department. To promote its professional success they should send 
items of news, reports of societies, sketches of practical nursing methods 
which they have worked out for themselves, and papers on such subjects 
as are of value to nurses; those written expressly for the Journal 
and found acceptable will be paid for. 

COMBINATION OFFERS 

The Journal has two combinations, one of long standing with the 
Pacific Coast Journal of Nursing for $3.50 for the two magazines, and 
another about to be entered into with the Visiting Nurse Quarterly of 
Cleveland, for $2.50 for the two. Subscriptions for these may be sent 
to the office of either magazine, whichever is more convenient. 

It will be remembered that the Visiting Nurse Quarterly is the prop- 
erty and the official organ of the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing, having been given to that association by the Visiting 
Nurse Association of Cleveland. 

We want to remind our co-workers again of our dates of going to 
press — all solid papers for the body of the magazine leave the editorial 
office on the first of the month preceding the date of issue, all depart- 
ment material is sent on the sixth, and nursing news on the fifteenth, 
when the pages close. We wish once more, also, to speak of the change 
of address of the editoral office from 247 Brunswick to -15 South Union 
Street, Rochester, N. Y. 

In this closing month of 1912 we wish to express our deep apprecia- 
tion of the co-operation given us by many nurses in many places, which 
has helped to make the year's work easy and the Journal a success. 

THE MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS-TIDE 
Not the sort of music we hear in churches or around the gaily- 
decked Christmas tree, not the sort that floats through our windows from 
the harp and violin of the street musicians, but the sort of music Emer- 
son had in mind when he wrote: 

Yet in the mud and scum of things 
There alway, alway something sings. 

How true this is of the hidden Christmas music. We cannot keep 
it out of our hearts, however occupied and busy we may be. It sings in 
the happy voices of children, in the more cheerful note of the sick 
woman's request, in the relaxed tone of the business man, as the day of 
all the year approaches. No one is too poor to share a little of his hap- 
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piness with some other, no one is too rich to respond to its genuine, 
simply joy, no one is too sad to remember her lonely neighbor. Well 
may nurses who are concerned with the care of the sick and wretched 
celebrate the day joyously, for it is only since the advent of the Christ 
Child that the poor and wretched have been the objects not merely of 
compassion but of love. 

May all of our readers enjoy a good and happy Christmas time, 
whether in their own family circles, in the hospital with so many ex- 
pectant ones, or among the very slums. May it be true that no matter 
what their surroundings, 

There alway, alway something sings. 



RED CROSS ANNUAL MEETING 

As we close our pages the announcement is received of the eighth 
annual meeting of the American National Eed Cross, to be held in the 
New Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C, on Wednesday, December 11, 
1912. 

There will be the usual reports, by the chairmen of the different de- 
partments, of work accomplished during the past year, and outlines of 
new work being undertaken, such as that of Eural Nursing Service 
by its superintendent, Fannie E. Clement, and that of first aid and home 
nursing, already referred to, by Marion Oliver. Eelief Problems of the 
Balkan War, which are of such immediate interest, will be given by 
Mabel T. Boardman. The report of the Nursing Service Committee will, 
of course, be given by Miss Delano. 

These meetings are intensely interesting and there is great inspiration 
to be gained from them. With the exception of the executive sessions 
of committees they are open to the public and are worth something of an 
effort to attend. A luneheon will be served at one o'clock for delegates, 
and Miss Boardman will give a reception for them in the evening. 

The Nursing Service Committee will meet on the preceding day, De- 
cember 10, at two o'clock in the afternoon, at the residence of Miss 
Boardman. 



